Choosing a Peg Knitting Loom
[bookmark: _GoBack]There is a bewildering choice of looms available, and we are often asked which loom do I need to get? To which the obvious, but rather unhelpful answer, is buy the one that you think that you will use most, and you will find that you will be able to make almost anything else that you want to with that one. But like all “rules of thumb” there is more than an element of truth in that, too.
Everyone who has written about looms have their own favourites, and of course when discussing a specific knitting pattern, it is easier to discuss a particular loom, than to have to keep inserting notes about other types. However, while it is true that you cannot add pegs to the loom you have, you can always revert to the needle-knitting practice of making panels that are as wide as can be comfortably handled on your needles (or loom), and sowing the panels together to make a wider garment.
Choosing the Gauge (or pitch) of the loom.
The pitch of the loom is the distance between the centre of one peg and the centre of the next, and one of our colleagues gives a good guide as to the advantages of the different pitches or gauges available.There are 5 popular “Peg Spacing’s (Gauge – space from middle of one peg to middle of next peg)

3/4″ Large Gauge: Ideal for bulky 5, 6 & 7 yarns
5/8″ Medium Gauge: Ideal for 2 strands 4 or 1 strand 5 weight yarn
1/2″ Regular Gauge: Ideal for 1 strand 4 or 5 weight yarn
3/8″ Small Gauge: Ideal for 1 strand 3 or 4 weight yarn
1/4″ Fine Gauge: Ideal for 1 strand 2 or 3 weight yarn
These are just suggestions any yarn can be used on any loom you will just get varying results

I don’t think that she means “varying results” in any pejorative sense. Simply that if you are following a particular pattern and use a different gauge loom from the pattern, the resulting “cloth” will look a bit different from the picture that goes with the pattern! Common sense is required though. If, for example the pattern for a baby jacket specifies fine wool on a ¼” loom, and you use the “correct” fine wool on a ¾” loom then instead of the close knitted jacket you hoped for, you will end up with something looking more like a fishing net! Of course, I exaggerate a little, to make the point, but you might get a more acceptable result on your wide gauge loom by using a slightly heavier yarn. The result will probably look good, but of course you will have made a winter or outdoor jacket instead of a summer / indoor one.
Generally, if you are knitting for infants, people with indoor lives, or decorative party wear use finer gauge looms, but for adults, people with outdoor jobs, wall hangings etc use larger gauges. I don’t want to get into gender politics, but perhaps ladies would want lighter clothes made on finer looms, and gents might prefer heavier clothes, especially if they spend more time outdoors.
There is one more thing to think about when choosing the gauge of the loom, and that is the degree of manual dexterity needed to use them. I find that the wider gauge looms are easier to use. The narrow gauges are a bit fiddly. And of course the finer the wool that you use, the more knitting is required to make the same area of cloth. 
So if you are new to loom knitting, and have no reason to choose a particular gauge, I would suggest that you choose a ½” or bigger gauge loom, and see how you get on. Once you have got the hang of knitting on that loom and want to try something new, then choose a more specialist gauge.

What shape loom?

Basic Loom Shapes
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Figure 1 Knitting on a Dolly/cotton reel/Cork-work
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Figure 2 Round Loom
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Figure 3 Combo loom
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Figure 4 Scarf loom



Most people’s first experience of loom knitting is with one the children’s toy knitting dollies (Figure 1), which you may have known as “cork-work”, knitting on a cotton reel etc. Some may be more familiar with the one of the commercial variants such as “Quick-knit”. 
Most of the children’s knitting looms involve knitting round four or more pegs in circles, so it is natural to progress to round looms (Figure 2), in the tradition of those who used to knit “hose” (socks, gloves etc.) or seamless fishermen’s jerseys. With these you can either knit tubes which may be used as hats, socks, the body or sleeves jumpers (depending on the size of the loom), or, by leaving one or more pegs unused and knitting backwards and forwards over the rest, you can knit flat panels, which can be sown together to make bigger garments. One of the big advantages of progressing from “Knitting Dollies” to peg looms (of any gauge or size) is that you can use  a far wider range of stitches on peg looms, with the possibility of producing cloth with elaborate patterns.
When knitting on looms you can cast off or cast on stitches, just as you can with needles, so socks can be made with properly turned heels, and fronts and backs of garments can be made with shaped edges which can form openings for sleeves once the backs and fronts have been sewn together. etc.
Round looms (Figure 2) also have more space around the pegs, so are ideal for beginners. Round looms can also use the heaviest yarn that the gauge allows, without fear of the “cloth” you have made jamming in the centre of the loom – as is the case with the narrow slots through which the “cloth” has to pass in the centre of combo or scarf looms (Figures 3and 4).
When used by people with disabilities, a round loom placed on a table is very stable, and can be used with either hand. People forced to give up needles by the onset of arthritis or similar complaints have reported being able to knit faster on a round loom, then they ever could with needles, even after decades of enthusiastic practice. If clamped (or wedged) with a suitable device a round loom can be used with one hand.
Combo and scarf looms (Figures 3and 4), are long straight looms with a narrow slot in the middle. They take up much less space than the round looms and are ideal for travellers as they can pack down the edge of a suitcase or bag. The combo loom (figure 3) has pegs at the end of the slot, and can be used to make tubes or panels just like the round looms. However, just as with knitting needles knitting round a tube, or knitting panels on one row of pegs, produces a “cloth” which has an inside and an outside. With Combo and Scarf looms you can knit across the slot to produce a cloth that has two identical faces and so is suitable for use as a scarf, tie, lapels of a jacket etc. A scarf loom (figure 4) is just like a combo, but it does not have any pegs at the end of the slot, so is marginally lighter, possibly easier to pack (especially of you have more than one) and cheaper to buy.
However, Combo and Scarf looms require slightly greater manual dexterity than round looms, and when using very thick yarn, the cloth can jam in the slot.
Rake looms. These are straight looms, like the Combo or Scarf looms, but have only a single row of pegs and no slot in the middle. They cannot make tubes, but only flat panels and the cloth that they make has distinctive top and bottom surfaces, and so cannot be used for scarves or other projects intended to be viewed from either side. Rake looms can be used for teaching a variety of the stitches used on other peg looms, or for shaping panels by casting off or casting on stitches. However, rake looms are cheaper than the other looms, and are often used in schools to teach beginners. Classes can combine their efforts to produce colourful quilts, wall hangings, shawls or “throws”. 
Specialist looms. There are all sorts of specialist looms which are vital to specific projects, but are probably not suitable for beginners – unless they are the sort of person who decides one morning to make a full sized double bed quilt using a brand new technique, and has the determination, single mindedness and time to carry the project through. I would suggest that most of us are not like that, but never fear there are looms designed for very small decorative projects, and for these you could start by using the small 8, 10 or 12 peg round looms. 
And one should not forget the round looms used to make socks. Socks are fairly short easy projects that can be fun to make and nice to give. Infant socks can be made on 1/4inch 30 peg round looms, and adults’ socks can be made on anything up to a 3/8inch 50peg loom, though for a family of school aged children and average sized adults you could probably get away with a single loom somewhere between these sizes. The width of the sock is controlled by the size of the loom, and the shoe size (length) by the number of rows that you knit before turning the heel. Perhaps, in order to accommodate children and parents with a single loom, you could use different types of wool (thickness /stretchiness) for each age group, or make ordinary socks for adults, but welly boot socks or bed socks for the smaller children.
If you want to know more about specialist looms, ask us. Some of these looms are works of art in themselves, and well worth seeing, even if you never use them!

What size of loom?
This sounds like a simple question, but I have to confess that before answering it I had to do a survey of loom sizes and the uses for which they were intended. The survey results just showed how versatile the peg looms are, and left me with no very strong impression of what size fits what purpose.
Obviously most knitting looms will be used to make clothes, mainly (but not exclusively) for human beings. (We know people who make clothes for dolls and even pets.) You would have thought that Adults being bigger than teenagers would have clothes made by bigger looms, and children would have clothes made by smaller looms than teenagers. However, there was very considerable overlap between these categories. (Perhaps because Children grow into Adults!)  But taking the loom sizes (number of pegs) for a standard ½” gauge looms, my researches found the following
Analysis of loom sizes
	Number of pegs
	Minimum
	Minimum above 10-pegs
	Maximum

	Adult
	10
	24
	72

	Teenager
	10
	27
	72

	Child
	10
	20
	64

	Baby
	10
	12
	61

	Tiny baby / doll
	10
	12
	33



Part of the reason for the obvious overlap is probably that it depends what clothes you are making, and I would suggest that the 10-peg looms are used mainly for making fingers of gloves, or for decorations etc. and perhaps the oversized (72-peg adult) looms for teenagers have as much to do with extravagant trendy fashion cloths, as with practicalities. Even after ignoring the specialist very small looms there is a strange overlap between adult and teenage looms. 
However, for a beginner the evidence suggests that any loom over 33 pegs would allow you to make something for all members of the family, and that unless you have very big relatives you do not need to exceed a 72 peg loom. And remember that huge projects are likely to be a little dispiriting for a beginner!
Just a thought, though about anyone with ambitions to make seamless fishermen’s jumpers. For this purpose, you will need one loom big enough to make the body, and another smaller one for the arms. (Or, you could buy one loom suitable for making the tubes for the sleeves, and use the same loom to make the back and font in two or more panels each! – You could have a unique and fascinating garment!)


Conclusion
I could not tell you exactly what loom would best suit you, without knowing a lot more about your circumstances, and each of us is unique. 
For example, when we started loom knitting we owned a flock of Norfolk Horn sheep, the breed whose wool was used in the invention of Worsted cloth. However, in a modern woollen mill this wool naturally spins into a Light Arran/ Double knitting grade, and we had an unlimited supply! So our first loom was a 34 peg ¾ inch gauge round loom, which we found very easy to learn on, and incidentally to demonstrate at shows. (We also used it to teach children to knit, including one with severe learning difficulties) An early customer , who had spent many decades crocheting, but who had never knitted before had made herself a skirt and jacket, and a dress, and scarves for several members of her family within a fortnight of getting one of these looms.
These days we sell more 1/2inch gauge looms than 3/4inch looms, and the trend seems to be for finer looms. I suppose because most people live in centrally heated buildings and rarely need the heavy sweaters that we used to wear. But if you are planning an arctic trip or some marine or high altitude adventures then…….
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